commissioned the study) asked that the National Res
Council organize a conference for some of the report's au
other researchers, and participants from all walks of lift
cerned with alcohol-related problems to examine the stud]
el's findings and discuss their implications for public polic
private action. The conference papers and discussions
turned into a book, Toward the Prevention of Alcohol Pro
Government, Business, and Community Action, published in
The present volume represents a third phase of this Na
Research Council effort to inform and advance the disci
of preventive approaches to alcohol problems. Steve Olso
commissioned by the National Academy Press, publisher
two earlier volumes, to distill those works into a shorte
more accessible form, with advice from members of the
panels responsible for those efforts, other reviewers, an
The present volume, while derived from the earlier effort
been written and reviewed with an eye toward current I
in research on prevention and relevant areas of publi
private action. A list of further readings and resources aj
as an appendix.
The subject of preventing alcohol problems is itself sentative of a broad range of public concerns that hav stantial, though not always well-known, technical and sci dimensions. This type of extension and guide to more tec National Research Council activities and reports is a rel; new enterprise. It symbolizes a commitment by the Nc Research Council, the National Academy Press, and the ent organizations, the National Academy of Sciences, tl tional Academy of Engineering, and the Institute of Mec to place greater emphasis on the provision of advice a: formation not only to the federal government but also to levels of government and to the public.
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